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Govt cared little
for SHRC, says
[ eha paRe

Wolina Khimant

Rights panel faces shortage E

State Human Rights Commission chairperson A K Jainduring a
press meet in the city on Monday

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Jaipur: The office of the chair-

person of the state human

rights commission will fall va-
\cant on July 15 with theend of
‘tenure of the current chair-
.person MK Jain.

In a press conference on
‘Monday. Jain described his
‘term as satisfactory, However,
‘he felt that the state govern-
‘ment should improve the im-
‘plementation of orders passed
by the commission. In addi-
ition, it should also provide a
‘better infrastructure for the
. body to operate effic jenthy

#There has been little help
‘from the government in the
jmplementation of orders
passed by the commission.
'Without political will, there is
Jittle meaning in pursuing hu-
man rights issues,” he said.

He also lamented the lack

of infrastructure with the
.commission. “There is not
even a typewriter with the
commission,” he said.

. The outgoing chairperson
‘was satisfied with the com-
mission's achievemenis de-
spite constraints. "Peo-
‘ple, especially the bureaucrats,
have always looked at the com-

mission as a body tryingto en-
force things onto them. But
that is not the case. We are ba-
sically there to help improve
governance. AndJlam glad that
the thought pattern is slowly
jmproving,” he added.

“We were also successful in
highlighting Article 51 A of
the Constitution of India. It
highlights the importance of
fulfilling one’s fundamental
duties while demanding their
rights,” he said. The commis-
sion had initially sought the
government's help to print
posters stating the clauses of
this act. “The government was
seeking money and the com-
mission had none. I took the
help of legal firms and we
managed to successfully put
up the posters in schools, po-
jice station and other institu-
tions,” sald Jain.

The commission has helped
in the internship of about 71
law graduates from various
parts of the country: “We iden-

tified about 40 projects that
could be taken up for spread-
ing awarenesson legal issues. i
We have printed nimerous
booklets on legal issues and
distributed them free of cost |

o various bodies,” he said.

- HT Comsponden i

h
8 G COm

JPUR: The State Hrnan Rights
Corision heesashortageof
mmlpowerandl.'mancesbuthas
taiad o do its hest, said oUtg0-
ing chairman of the commis-
sion, Justice N Jain. J ain 18
choduled foetire from the post
on July 15,

o said the commission has
scatedty of funds with which
oven pamphletsand brochures
for public dwareness cannot be
brought ou."With the cooper”
ation of some publiand privale

& NK Jaln,
Cloing s st

sectorthe coitimission has been
able to print booklets During
past five years the commission
has distrbuted 90000 booklets
which could be printed with

of manpower and funds

agsistance of organizations,
Jain said

the conmission disposed of
{7148 cases ouf of {otal 18138
dasos received during hast ive
yiars. Only 990 casesre petid-
ing so far. "The government
departments. ineluding the
policeshould follow the insfru-
s the commission so that
people feel secure ahout their
rights, The public should fee
responsible about is HgHLs a8
woll as duties,” he said. He
added that he would spread
awaretos abouy humanTights
in schools and colleges
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‘It has always been a mystery to me
how men can feel themselves honoured
by humiliation of their fellow beings."

‘There is a higher court than the
court of justice and that is the court of

consciousness. It supersedes all other
courts"

- Mahatma Gandhi’
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B S
Reciting the Pledge — fundamental duties mentioned in —

Article 51-A, Constitution of India
"We are proud to be Indian”

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India:

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respectils ideals and institutions, the National
Flag and the National Anthem;

(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals, which inspired our national struggle for
freedom;

(c) touphcold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;
(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;

(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the
people of India transcending religiocous, linguistic, and regional or sectional
diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women;

(f) tovalue and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers
and wild life and to have compassion for living creatures;

(h) todevelop the scientific temper, humanism and the spiritofinquiry and reform;
(i) tosafeguard public property and to abjure violence;

() to stnve towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity
so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavor and
achievement.

"BE AWARE OF YOUR RIGHTS AND DISCHARGE DUTY WITH DEVOTION ."
Chairperson : Justice N.K. Jain (Former Chief Justics - Madras and Kamatzka High Courd)

c= For Legal arnd In Public Interest published by = —
Rajasthan State Human Rights Commission, Jalpar
website : rshrc.nic.in, herenowdu.de hittp://justicenagendrakjain.com

Courtesy: Rajasthan State Co-operative Press Ltd., Jaipur
Phone : 0141-2751417, 2751352
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“TThere is Nmno worlk
culture im Rajasthanm™

== T

|FACE TO FACE Says ex- SHRC chalrperson Justlce NK Jain

=y

= Justice Jfain says that one has to

Justice WK Jain has jast fin-
ished his tenure ss=s chalrpersorn
of the Rajasthan State Fhuman
Rights Commission. Justice
Jm=an, a former chief justice of
the high courts of Madras and
Karnatalka, was appointed to
head the state commission im
2005, Prior to his appointaent:,
he was headtng the humman
rights commiission an Himachal
Pradesh.

Feww may knossw that he has
also been a national level bad-
minton playver and savs that
sports teach one to face defeat
wrhith egueanimiaty:. Tn aniainterac—
tion with Teamnm HT, Jain
recouants the cha_l.ienges of head-
ing the commiission.

Are you satisfied with your
tenure?

Ne=, I am satisfied with oy termo.
There are abhways hurdles in argy
job. But if we only keep point—
ing to the hurdles, no work will
ever get done. Despite huardles,
you have to find your way armc
et things dome. The biggest
hurdle is lack of government
g 11 09

What are the problems

faced during your tenure?

T cthink the issuwes are well
Enown. My predecessor Kanta

get things done despite hurdles.

Bhatnagar lefu baecause the con-—-
ditions axre less than satisfacto-
ry. T here is no financial auton-
oy and there is no freedom to
choose people and make
appoeintments. I mmade o rec—
ommendation that service rules
be framed but it is pending with
the govermnmment since 2005,

You have been in many states.
How would you compare
Rajasthan to them?

The main problem isthat there
is nowork calture in Rajastihaon:
The worlkers are given Coo oAy
facilities. People indualge in
pullinper each other dowmn. In
Tarmil Nadu, mmyrexperience wass
that the politicians would come
together on issues of develop-
rmvent. In FHhamachal coo, the worlc
culture s good.

Do you face a fund crunch?

Wes, we have asked the govern-
ment to increase the budget.
We have a budgset of Rsl S orore
aof which RszZ0O Iakh are for
A/ IYA, travel and spreading
avwareness. We made 34 book=s
Omn awareness about rights and
duties of people. We got 90,000
Fulk llshed from the national

Crormrissiorn

cost. We also ot 1,400,000 cal-

HT PHOTO

endars published to spread
aTwAreness.

Wihat needs 1o be done to
change the situation? Do you
think the bureaucracy is nega-
tive?

Things will not improve unless
the government Jhas adrminis—
trative swill. It is not enonagih justc
to make anrmouncements. INo
one wanit=s to do the worls they
sihrould do. The state is supposcecd
to be a wealfare state but gowv—
ermarment is mnot discoharming its
Fuoancthiorys.

The bureaacrac)y is - alway=s
negative. The emplovees are
corntrolling evervbodv and the
sovernment s appeasinge thern.

What would you say when such
an rmporta.nt Commission
remains headless or the govern-
ments make ad hoc arrange—
ments?

Acd hoo arrangements-violate
the rule. This means the per—
son who is acting is not eligible
for the post. In some cases suckh
ordersihave been satinted. The
SHOVETMINNENLs do not exercise its
administrative JO WA TS Lo
Appoint the cehairmmen of thhe
Commission on timnye. The
Gowvernment knows whemn o
chief is going to retire so the

= —===

procedures can b initiatecd ear-
lier But T think no body is ot~
eraed in filling up the Ppost e
diztely.

How do the government agen-
ciles response o Commission
orders?

The government aFmencies
response propeviyv. Sines the
Commission sirmply tell thern
Justice cdesmancds that you should
explain the things before as ava
it do not than we will recom-
roerncd actiorns = st yroaa. TTMheys
are aware of the fact that the
Commission does not hawve
power of its owrn, hovwevaer it can
adverseiy affect them by higsh-
Lishting their apathyvin serious
matters like violation of hnarmaan

gt

Does the Commission’™s investi-
gation wing helpin resalving
cases?

Some cases, yves. But Inspector
General level officers can nob
e expectaed o investigate casess
and locwer level olflficers are well-
trained . They meed proper train-
iBat-= abouwut hiyrrman rights.
TFortunately, during miy tenure,
the Cormmipssion head @ beww wwell
trained officers who were
instrumentalin resolvinge cases.

Do you think the commission s
toothless and not taken sericusiy
by the government?
Well, an amendment inn this
—egzrcl Lo give more powers s
Frey in parlisonent since the
paEst Ove years. Inspiteofevery—
thimgr, worlk is happening bzt
the expectations froam the corrn—
TIRSSION are oo rmEsareys

What is the composition and
function of the State Human
Rights Commission?

The main funcition i=s to see that
the mpovermment agoencies dis—
cCharge their functions prooeser—
Iy The role of the SHIRC comes
wihern-za complainant approaci-
es us with the grievance thhat o
iFovermrnent servant is not dis-
chavgino his or ber daty projg—
erly. The SHERC chabmmnan has
a fAve-yeay term. The (':hz_n_irnxan
is appoiFted by a pa el feoris
Prsing e el manisiern, deczaxdez-
of opgrosition, asse ol Spiceale-
e and o mu‘xl:»tm"

COORIDINATED B8Y
URWVASHI DEW RAVWAL
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